
Brush Cleaning Tip Sheet for 
Oil Painting

1. Set up a simple, 2-rag 
system - one “dirty” rag and 
one “clean” rag. 

2. Remove color off your 
brush onto the “dirty” rag.  

3. Dip brush in Gamblin 
Gamsol or Safflower Oil to 
remove residual color.  

4. Wipe brush on second, 
“clean” rag. 

5. Continue painting. 
Repeat steps 2 - 5 through-
out the painting session.

6. Choose a brush soap for 
cleaning your brushes after 
the painting session. 

7. Wash the brush in a 
mixture of brush soap and 
water in a ceramic bowl.

8. Wipe brush on paper 
towel. 

9. Wipe dirty water out of 
bowl with a paper towel 
and dispose of in garbage.

10. Remove soap from 
brush and let dry before 
your next painting session. 

By following these easy steps, 
painters can safely remove oil colors 
from brushes. In addition, this 
method prevents pigments from 
being rinsed down the drain and 
into the watershed. 

For additional information, please 
refer to our Gamblin’s Studio Safety 
Guide at gamblincolors.com
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